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ROME - Hie idea of an 
American writer brought to 
trial, in Italy, for allegedly 
defaming the m emory of an 
Italian Pope founds like it 
would make a good subject 
for a novel or a movie. But 
for American author and 
screenwriter Robert Katz, 
the above scenario is real 
life. 

Katz,. in fact* together 
With Italian produoer Carlo 
Pond and director George - 


Cosmatos is currently 
fighting a libel suit brought 
by Cootessa Eleonora Rot- 
si gnani, the greatniece of 
the late Pope Pius XII, 
charging that the film 
’Massacre in Rome,” taken 
from Katz's book "Death in 
Rome ” "defamed and of- 
fended the memory of the 
supreme Pontiff Pius XII.” 

"Massacre in Rome” tails 
the story of the "Fosse Ar* 
dea ine'* incident in March 
1944 5n which 33S Roman cit- 
izens, many of them Jewish, 
were executed by the Gesta- 


po in reprisal for the kflltof 
of 33 German S.S. troops by 
Italian partisans. 

The Aim, Ska the book, 
claims that Pike XII was 
aware of Nad plans for ** 
massacre bat made no at- 
tempt to prevent It. The 
Vatican, on tbsodwr hand, 
has always de n ie d that the 
Pope had any foreknow- 
ledge of the reprisal. 

Katz, who could face a 
orison term of up to eight 
years, has claimed that his 
three years of research for , 
“Death in Roms" d ocum e nt 1 
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defaming Pope Pius XU 


hit conviction that Pope 
Pius Xn know about the 
intending massacre but did 
not Intervene in order not to 
enda nger the ord erly Ger- 
man retreat from Rome and 
the city's occupation by 
advancing allied troopt. 

Katz says hit research 
was bamf on ex a m in ation 
of Italian and American 
archives at riell as on inter- 
views with persons involved 
In the incident, such as for 
mer S.S. Col Eugen Doll- 
man who. he maintains. told * 
him the hope bad beta in- 
formed of Nad plana and 


could haw prevented them. 
Earlier this year, however, 
in an interview with a Ro- 
man Catholic news Money 
here DoOmen dented that m 
had ever made such allega- 
tions. 

Katz's lawyers have 
asked for testimony from 
the present Pontiff, Paul VI, 
woo was a mgn Vatican offi- 
cial at the time of the mas- 
sacre as well as a good 
friend of Pius. The only 
word from the Pope to far 
came in early March when, 
in the course of the usual 
Sunday Massing, the Pontiff 


told an assembled crowd ot 
MOO that "Hue Xn was a 
man who strongly defended 
justice and peace, and was 
concerned for every human 
misfortune . . . especially 
during the war pawns.” 

The Pope added, obvious- 
ly in r e fer enc e to the Katz- 
Ponti trial, that Pius XU 
was "totally against know- 
ingly not taftene ring when- 
ever he could wherever 
human life and liberty were 
endangered." 

Other witnesses request- 
ed by the defense are for- 
mer S.S. Got H aitert Kap- , 
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pier stiU serving life tmpria- 
onment in Gaeta, to south- 
ern Italy, for ordering the 
massacre, (in the film the 
role of Kapoer is played by 
British actor Richard Btr- 
ton) and Jpsuit historian 
Father Robert Graham who 
i aiawftMgd piu s l ii 
aga^ Katz's allegation*. 

The proeectmon has 
.asked that Luigi Cardinal 
Tragiia, who was chsnoal- 
lor of thb Holy Romuu 
Church in 1944 and MaO 


agent, I 
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